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Atheism is in fact extremely simple to define: it is the belief that
there is no God or gods.[i]
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free will is that underived origination or sole authorship is

necessary for anumber of other things that humans generally desire

and are worth wanting Candidates for these.other goods..moral
responsibility[3]
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Crude physicalism asserts that the only things that exist are

material objects. A slightly less crude version is that only the objects
of the physical sciences-physics, chemistry, and biology-exist [4]
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il dsk
-Most atheists are physicalists only in one rather general sense.
That is to say, their atheism is motivated at least in part by their

naturalism, a belief that there is only the.natural world and not any
supernatural one[s]
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More than a few philosophers and scientists actually claim that
our free will is just an illusion. Perhaps they see themselves stuck
between arock and ahard place - they reject dualism (as unscientific.
However, if they choose materialism (the mind emerges from the
physical properties of brain) over dualism, perhaps the notion of free
will must.be abandoned [6]
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Free will is an illusion. Our wills are simply not of our own making.
Thoughts

and intentions emerge from background causes of which we are
unaware and

over which we exert no conscious control. We do not have the
freedom we think .we have (8]
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Without free will, sinners and criminals

would be nothing more than poorly calibrated clockwork, and any
conception of

justice that emphasized punishing them.. would appear utterly
incongruous. And those of us who work hard and follow the rules
would not-deserve- our success in any deep



sense. ltisnotan accidentthat most people findthese conclusions
abhorrent.

The stakes are highi9]
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[Human Exceptionalism]
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the idea that humans are unique, distinctive beings that ought

to be assigned.fundamental moral value in accordance with that
distinctiveness [10]
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[Hominidae]
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[Seciesism]
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The only reason we can be comfortable with such a double
standard is that the.intermediates between humans and chimps are
all deadi1]
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.[humans are just naked apes]
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The Naked Ape: A Zoologist’'s Study of the Human Animal.
15k ST 5850 s
There is a double standard in our ethics at present, which builds
a wall around our own species Homo Sapiens, which is rather un-
evolutionary if you think about the fact that we are close cousins of

chimpanzees, if you think about the fact that we are descended.from
a common ancestor that lived only about six or seven million years
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Existential nihilism is the notion that life has no intrinsic meaning or

value, and it is, no.doubt, the most commonly used and understood
sense of the word today[13]
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In a universe of blind physical forces and genetic replication,



some people are going to get hurt, other people are going to get
lucky, and you won't find any rhyme or reason in it, nor any justice.
The universe we observe has precisely the properties we should
expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil and no
good, nothing but.blind, pitiless indifference[i4]
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Nihilism is the view that there are no moral facts. It says that

nothing is right or wrong,.or morally good or bad[is]
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The position of the modern evolutionist, therefore, is that humans
have an awareness of morality-a sense of right and wrong and
a feeling of obligation to be thus governed-because such an

awareness is of biological worth. Morality is a biological adaptation
no.less than are hands and feet and teeth(ie]
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.Inan ir;wportant sense, ethics, as we understand it is an illusion,

fobbed off on us by.our genes to get us to cooperate. It is without
external grounding(i7]
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Do not do unto others as you would that they should do unto you.

Their tastes may be.different|is]
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We may be inhumane. but if we rescue Germany we have
achieved the greatest deed in the world. We may work injustice. but if
we rescue Germany then we have removed the greatest injustice in

the world. We may be immoral. but if our people is rescued we have.
opened the way for morality[19]
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Let one not think that the trivial quod tibi non vis fieri. etc. (What
you do not want to be done to yourself do not do to another] could
serve here as a standard or principle. For it is only derived from that
principle. though with various limitations; it cannot be a universal
law. for it does not contain the ground of duties toward oneself. nor
that of the duties of love toward others . or finally of owed duties to

one another. for the criminal.would argue on this ground against the
judge who punishes himi2o]
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We must acknowledge that the golden rule is no longer taken
seriously in practice or.even aspiration. but merely paid lip service[21]
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The golden rule cannot be the s[Jpreme principle of moral;ty in

the sense of functioning as the sole normative axiom in a deductive
system of ethics. because it cannot operate in.a value vacuum.[22]
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[The Moral Landscae How Science Can Determine Human
Values]
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The goal of this book is to begin a conversation about how moral
truth can be understood.in the context of science.[23]
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argument | make in this book is bound to be controversial. it rests
on a very simple premise: human well-being entirely depends on
events in the world and on states of the.human brain. Consequently.
there must be scientific truths to be known about it.[24]
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(1) whatever can be known about. maximizing the well-being of
conscious creatures-which is, | will argue, the only thing we can
reasonably value-must at some pointtranslate into facts about
brains and their interaction with the world at large;

2 theveryideaof «objective» knowledge (i.e.knowledge acquired
through honest observation and reasoning) has values builtinto it, as
every effort we make to discuss facts depends upon principles that
we must first value (e.g., logical consistency,reliance on evidence,
parsimony, etc.);

(3) beliefs about facts and beliefs about values seem to arise from
similar processes at the level of the brain: it appears that we have a
common system for judging truth and.falsity in both domains.[25]
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